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SPECIAL PROGRAM:  CHILE EARTHQUAKE SOLIDARITY  
 
About EIL Intercultural Learning  
 
EIL is the oldest educational exchange organisation in the world. The organisation is dedicated to increasing 
awareness and understanding between cultures and operates in over 30 countries, involving over 25,000 people 
each year in a variety of cultural integration and volunteering programmes. It is a non-profit, non-religious and non-
political association. The EIL Volunteer Abroad programme selects and places Irish residents in 18 different countries 
worldwide. Volunteers work alongside local people and are supported by local co-ordinators. 
More info: http://www.volunteerabroad.ie 
 
Our sister office in Chile, EIL Chile, has identified one of the most affected zones in Chile’s VI Region (Pichidegua 
community) to develop a long term solidarity volunteer program to help diminish the material and psychological 
impact on those who have been affected by the earthquake. 2 group programme s have been organised (5 weeks 
minimum): start dates on July 4 th and August 8 th . Participants will be part of a group of international volunteers 
(mainly Europeans and North Americans) and will work alongside local people. 
 
Overview  
 
After the massive 8.8º earthquake that devastated many places in Chile’s 
South Central regions, there has been a number of solidarity efforts to help 
the most affected people and places.   As a response to the damage caused 
by the catastrophe, thousands of young people and individuals joined 
volunteer groups to organize and distribute help to cope with the most 
immediate needs.  However, the initial enthusiasm has decreased as time 
has passed. Most of the volunteers have gone back to their studies and 
activities, having limited time to devote to sustained efforts to bring things 
back to normal (e.g. building 20,000 emergency houses).  The material and 
psychological impact on all of those who were affected and damaged by the 
earthquake demands a lot of work in the long run. Special earthquake relief government programmes, private 
institutions and a network of volunteers and individuals are joining efforts to reconstruct Chile in solidarity. 
 
EIL Chile has identified one of the most affected zones in Chile’s VI Region to develop a long term solidarity volunteer 
program to help diminish the material and psychological impact on those who have lost their homes, lifetime efforts, 
community infrastructure and hopes.     
 
We would like to focus all our efforts on a location named PICHIDEGUA contributing with qualified and non qualified 

volunteers to the demands of the community and authorities in aspects such 
as home and community construction, health assistance and community 
projects, among others.    A continuous system and flow of individual or group 
volunteers will produce changes and the necessary results that the 
community seeks to regain confidence and recuperate their territorial identity, 
sense of community and pride. 
  
PICHIDEGUA FACTS:  
Name: Pichidegua commune, Pichidegua town 
Foundation: 1593, officially recognized in 1891. 
Location: Chile VI Region, Province of Cachapoal. 
Number of inhabitants: 18,777 (represents 2.27% of total inhabitants from the 
region) 
Surface: 320km2 
People: 69.59% rural / 30.41 % urban 
 
 
Earthquake impac t in Pichidegua  
Destroyed  houses: 2,000 
Damaged people:  5,000 
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Some of the goals and tasks we would like to achieve with the help and support of EIL members and the commitment 
of Pichidegua authorities are: 
 

• Rebuild the ‘Casa de la Música’ (house of music), a community building used to learn and practice music for 
children and youth 

• Support home building and reconstruction of cultural center 
• Improve health facilities in the local rural clinic and assist with health related volunteers 
• Improve building conditions at the open house for the Elders 
• Interact with locals and youth 

 
Qualified volunteers might include last year college students and/or certified architects, civil constructors, civil 
engineers, doctors and nurses. 
 
Non-qualified and flexible volunteers over 18 up to 60 are also welcome. 
 

 
Programme Dates:  
We propose two following programme options starting on July 4 th and August 8 th. 
 
Example of Itinerary for programme starting on July 4th: 

Arrival in Chile     - July 04  
Program orientation     - July 05 
Cultural Orientation    - July 05/07 
Program Introduction and work planning  - July 05/July 09 
Travel to Pichidegua    - July 10 

 Volunteer Work     - July 12 / August 07 
 End of program     - August 07 
 
 
 
Cost and Details  
 
Special price based on a group of 10 participants:    ! 1045 
 
Included in price:   

• Pre-departure orientation and support in Ireland 
• Transfer upon arrival in Santiago 
• Orientation in Santiago  
• Transportation allowance in Santiago 
• 1 week host family, half board accommodation in Santiago during the orientation 
• Round trip to Pichidegua 
• Workshop on project demands and work planning 
• Accommodation and food in Pichidegua 
• Contribution to project 
• Project supervision and ongoing support from EIL Chile 
• Debrief workshop 
• Invitation to Join EIL Development Education Network 

 
 
Not included: Flights, travel insurance (available for €10 per week)  
 
Fund Raising initiatives are welcomed to support project demands. 
Visit our fundraising page for more information: http://www.eilireland.org/volunteer-abroad/fundraising 
 
 
Optional Individual Program Extension  
If a participant decides to stay longer to continue the work in Pichidegua, he/she will be able to extend for 4 weeks 
Price:    €350  
 
 
For more information contact Anton: 021 455 1535  or 1850 29 29 39 or info@vol unteerabroad.ie  


